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2026 Annual Conference - Agenda

Thursday, October 15, 2026
	8:00am
	Registration opens
Vendor Fair opens

	8:40am
	Welcome

	8:45am-10:15am
	Opening Keynote: Matthew Tyler, MD 
Serious Illness Conversations: What Gets in the Way / Why we avoid the hardest conversations – and what it takes to actually have them well. 

	10:15am-10:30am
	BREAK

	10:30am-11:30am
	Matthew Tyler, MD 
Social Media for Palliative Care Education: Understanding why social media is aligned with the mission of palliative care and how to get started yourself.

Kerri Weber, DNP, RN, CDP, CADDCT
Safe to Serve: Building a Culture of Safety in the Hospice Environment

Julia Malbrough, Pharm. D.
Parkinson's Disease: Symptoms, Medications, and Associated Dementia

	11:30am-12:30pm
	LUNCH

	12:30pm-1:30pm
	Raymond Belles
HOPE + CAHPS = 5 stars

Dr. Stephanie Rose, LCSW, AADC, CS, DCC
The Opioid Epidemic: How Did We Get Here—and Where Do We Go From Here?

Susan Smith, LCSW-S, BCD, ICAADC
The Question No One Asks: Naming and Holding Disenfranchised Grief on the Interdisciplinary Team

	1:30pm-2:00pm
	BREAK
Visit Vendors

	2:00pm-3:15pm
	Greg Adams, LCSW, ACSW, FT
Light on the Dark Side of the Street: Living Well in a Loss and Trauma World

Kirk Gardner and Paula Day
Arkansas Regulatory Update

	3:15pm-3:30pm
	BREAK

	3:30pm-4:45pm (Ethics)
	Daniel Crouch, Ph.D.
Medical Aid in Dying: Ethical Considerations




Friday, October16, 2026
	8:00am
	Registration opens
Vendor Fair opens

	8:30am
	Welcome

	8:30am-10:15am
	Michael Brown  
Rooted in Purpose, Ready for Change

	10:15am-10:45am
	BREAK

	10:45am -12:00pm
	Ryan Langston, Teddy Stewart, Greg Wood, and Blair Presley
EMPACT Arkansas: Advocacy in Action
Protecting the future of end-of-life care through legislative advocacy

	12:00pm-1:30pm
	Heart Awards Luncheon
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advancing the promise of care




